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A preliminary archaeological survey was conducted on the south lawn of the Reverend James Keith

Parsonage on September 13, 2016. The primary goal of the survey was to assess the degree of

disturbance present in the south lawn area and the archaeological potential of the property. A total of

six 50-cm-square shovel test pits were excavated in a single transect running west to east along the

midline of the southyard. The transect was centered approximately three meters from both the stone

wall bordering River Street and the house itself  (Figure 1). Excavation was carried out in 10-cm

arbitrary levels within each of the soil horizons encountered. 

Test pit 1 was located 40 cm east of the driveway adjacent to the western edge of the lawn (Figures

2 and 3). Excavators encountered three fill layers that overlaid a large, solid probable foundation at

50  centimeters  below  surface  (cmbs).  The  fills  consisted  of  a  topsoil/  lawn  dressing  (Fill  1)

containing the roots of the grass and little gravel, to a depth of 15 cmbs. Below this, a slightly

lighter layer of soil, similar to the topsoil, was found to consist of a dense layer of gravel (Fill 2).

This gravel layer was 5 cm thick and contained later 18th to early 19th century creamware (1763-

1820) ceramics, brick, window glass, and hand-wrought nails. The gravel layer may represent a

path extending from the west up to the front door of the house. A 10 cm layer of less gravelly soil

was found to extend below the gravel fill to a depth of 30 cmbs (Fill 3). This fill contained both

historic (window glass, brick and hand-wrought nails) and prehistoric material (quartz shatter). This

layer may represent an earlier ground surface subsequently covered in the 19th century. A layer of

dense cobble fill was found below the possible buried topsoil (Fill 4). This layer extended to a depth

of 50 cmbs at which point the floor of the unit was covered by a large piece of worked granite. This

granite appears to represent the eastern foundation of an outbuilding that extends to the west or

could be the eastern edge of a well. No artifacts were found within the dense cobble fill above the

granite. 

Test pit 2 was located 5 meters (m) to the east of test pit 1, directly outside of the front door of the

house. This unit encountered the same Fill 1,2, and 4 layers (lacking the Fill 3) (topsoil, gravel

layer, and heavy rock and cobble layer) but instead of resting on a stone foundation, at 30 cmbs, Fill

4 rested on a buried ground surface that contained earlier materials (brick, window glass, hand-

wrought nails, and tobacco pipe stems dating from ca. 1710-1750, and British Brown stoneware

[1690-1775]). This layer appears to represent an intact buried original topsoil/ ground surface. A B1

subsoil horizon appeared at 50 cmbs and was excavated to a final depth of 60 cmbs with no artifacts

being found. 

Test pit 3 was located 5 m. east of test pit 2 close to the southeast corner of the house. This unit

encountered a buried tar-covered gas line at a depth of 50 cmbs (Figure 4). This line was probably

installed in the 19th century during renovations to the house. The portion of the unit above this line

contained  a dense brick and cobble concentration, while below it the soils continued to be dark in

color,  but  contained  17th century  artifacts  (tobacco  pipe  stem  [1620-1650  style],  brick,  and
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Staffordshire Slipware [1675-1775]). A fill layer continued beyond the bottom reached in this unit

(70 cmbs). It is possible that the lower fill with the 17th century artifacts represents the remains of

the backfilled trench containing the drain that reportedly runs from the cellar to the river to the

south. The only way to determine if this is in fact the case, would be to excavate a larger unit at this

location. 

Test pit 4 was only excavated to a depth of 30 cmbs due to dense roots associated with the tree to

the immediate south. Soil horizons consisted of loose dry soil on top of a possible buried topsoil

layer encountered at 20 cmbs. Few artifacts were found in this unit, with the majority being modern

refuse. Additionally, one piece of brick was found. 

Test pits 5 and 6 were located in the eastern parking associated with the house with test pit 6 being

located close to the stone wall bordering the yard on the east side of the property. Soil horizons here

were very deep, consisting of multiple fill layers over buried topsoil horizons.  The original topsoil

was found at a depth of 50 cmbs in both units. The depth of the fill overlaying the topsoil indicates

that the house appears to have originally been situated on top of a low knoll and that the area to the

east was filled in the late 18th to early 19th century.

Artifacts

A total of 739 artifacts were recovered from these six test pits (Table 1). 

Table 1. Artifacts recovered in 2016

Artifact TP 1 TP 2 TP 3 TP 4 TP 5 TP 6

Brick 2 107 405 6 33 8

Shell-Tempered Mortar 3

Window Glass 3 8 7

Hand-Wrought Nails 6 12 11 1

Machine-Cut Nails 7 12 1

Wire Nails 7 3 2

British Brown Stoneware 2

Staffordshire Slipware 1

Redware 7 7 5 2

Creamware 1 8 1 1

Pearlware 3

Tobaco Pipe Bowl 1

8/64" Pipe Stem 1

5/64" Tobacco Pipe Stem 2

Hand Blown Bottle Glass 1 1

Hand Blown Wine Botle 1

Wine Glass 1

Hurricane Lamp Glass 1
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Mold Blown Glass 1

Mirror Glass 1

Bone 3

Coal 1

Slag 4 4

Horseshoe Nail 1

Kettle 1

Link 1

Iron Lump 1 1

Quartz Biface 1

Quartz Flake Fragments 1 1

Quartz Shatter 3 8 8 3

Rhyolite Flake Fragment 1

Totals 15 175 481 6 42 20

A few prehistoric artifacts were found, primarily consisting of quartz shatter and flake fragments as

well as one biface fragment and one rhyolite flake fragment.  This material was found mostly in the

western test pits and mostly in the upper fill layers.  This may indicate that most of the artifacts are

displaced from their original location. Further excavation would be needed to determine if an intact

Native site exists on the property, but given its location, it seems highly likely that it does. 

Most of the artifacts in general were recovered from Test pits 2 and 3 with architecturally related

materials (bricks, mortar, nails, and window glass) making up the majority (87%). These pieces

most  probably  were  the  result  of  the  1837  extreme  makeover  that  Thomas  Pratt  gave  to  the

building.  Along  with  the  recorded  alterations  to  the  building,  Pratt  may have  also  altered  the

landscape, adding fill to the south and especially the east side and removing the outbuilding or well

that  we  found  in  Test  pit  1.  Pratt  probably  also  installed  the  gas  line  to  the  house  that  was

encountered in Test pit 3. The measurements of the brick fragments recovered indicate both 17th and

18th century brick work appears to have been disturbed by Pratt and that some degree of upgrading

or repair associated with the hearth and/or chimney was carried out in the 18th century. 

Domestic artifacts were concentrated in Test pits 2 and 3 and the range found was consistent with

occupation range of the house.  The lack of materials dating to after the early 19 th century may

indicate  a  shift  in  refuse  disposal  practices  during  this  time,  perhaps  a  shift  away  from  just

scattering the trash around the house to one where material was deposited in discrete locations out

of public view. The earliest historic artifacts were the Staffordshire Slipware posset (a drink of

curdled milk and wine or ale) pot and the British Brown Stoneware mug found in Test pits 2 and 3.

The production ranges for these materials places them in the last decade of the the occupation of the

house by Reverend Keith to the post-Reverend Keith later 18th century. The pipe stem with the

8/64” stem bore (indicative of use roughly in the 1620-1650 period) is the earliest artifact and adds

support to the claim that this is the Reverend James Keith house. The presence of wine glass and

wine bottle fragments is indicative of the finer dining usually associated with the genteel of the 17th 
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and 18th centuries and supports the idea that the occupants of the house were at least moderately

well off. Representative photographs of the artifacts are presented in Figures 5-8.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The limited archaeological testing conducted in September 2016 indicate that the site holds great

potential to provide further information about the seventeenth century occupation of the property.

Intact features that appear to date at least to the pre-Pratt occupation of 1837 were identified in Test

pits  1  and 3.   The  feature in  Test  pit  1  is  tentatively identified as  either  the foundation of  an

outbuilding, or, thanks to research by Greg Lott of the Old Bridgewater Historical Society, may be

evidence of a well that reportedly was once located near the house. Tantalizing evidence of a Native

occupation and evidence of the 17th century occupation were represented by a scattering of artifacts

that surely could be elaborated upon through additional excavation. 

It is recommended that additional test pit testing be conducted on the remaining three sides of the

house. It is also recommended that the two features identified in 2016 in Test pits 1 and 3, be further

investigated through the excavation of larger units to determine what they exactly are and when

they date to. 
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Figures
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Figure 1. Location of 2016 test pits
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Figure 2. Test Pit 1 location

Figure 3. Test Pit 1 plan showing possible well or foundation
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Figure 4. Test Pit 3 north wall profile.
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Figure 5. Native artifacts (Top: rhyolite flake; Bottom: Quartz biface)
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Figure 6. Bricks (Left: 17th century brick; Right: 19th century brick)
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Figure 7. Nails (Left to right: Wrought, wrought, machine-made)

Figure 8. Tobacco pipe stem fragment, 8/64” bore
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Figure 9. Ceramics (Top: Staffordshire slipware; Middle Left to Right: British Bron Stoneware, 

Redware; Bottom Left to Right: Creamware creamer, hand painted creamware)
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Artifact Catalog
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