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A total of one a x 1 m. square and one  50 x 50 cm square units were excavated in 2013 at the Nye

Homestead  during  the  Autumn Gathering.  The testing  this  year  was  focused  on  exploring  the

western extension that was added to the original house during the 18th century and removed in the

20th.   Both units were located on the west side of the house in the area where the 18 th century

addition once stood (Figure 1). Unit 2013-1 measured 1 x 1 m square and was located 3-4 m south 

Figure 1. Locations of 2013 testing

of the northwest corner of the main house. It extended from the foundation one meter to the west.

The location was selected because this was estimated to be the location of the south wall of the

addition (Figure 2). Unit 2013-2 was located at the northwest corner of the house. It measured 50

cm square and extended to west of the corner. 
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Figure 2. Ca 1880 photograph of the Nye Homestead showing the relative positions of the 2013 test

units. 

Excavation of Unit 2013-1 revealed mottled dark brown and dark yellow brown silty sand with a

moderate amount of gravel to 25 cmbs. The foundation of the western room of the house was found

to extend to a depth of 10 cmbs and mottled soil was encountered below it to a depth of 30 cmbs

(Figure 3). The yellow brown B1 horizon was encountered at 30 cmbs. The majority (94.5%) of the

artifacts recovered were architecturally related (brick [n=33], hand wrought nails [n=7], machine

cut nails [n=41], wire nails [n=109], window glass [n=2], and shell-tempered mortar [n=13]).

Figure 3. Unit 2013-1 east wall profile showing house foundation
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Domestic  artifacts  consisted  of  ceramics  (creamware  [n=2],  pearlware  [n=1],  whiteware  [n=1],

redware [n=3],  tobacco pipe stems with 5/64" and 7/64"stem bores [n=2and 1], bone [n=2], oyster

shell [n=7], oil lamp chimney glass [n=6], charcoal [n=2], and a .22 cal bullet shell. One prehistoric

projectile point, a chert Jack's Reef Corner Notched point, was recovered from the 0-10 cm level

(Figure 4).

Figure 4. Representative example of a Jack's Reef corner Notched point

The Jack's Reef point is made from New York State chert and dates to the first half of the Middle

Woodland Period (2000-1500 years ago). The point is a tip an midsection fragment that bears a

perverse fracture and is heavily resharpened. This point was probably broken while it was being

resharpened and subsequently discarded. 

Time permitted Unit 2013-2 to be excavated to 10 cmbs before it had to be closed. The stump and

roots of a dead bush was located in this unit and numerous rocks, including one larger one probably

representing a foundation stone from the addition, were encountered in this unit (Figure 5). 

Figure 5. Unit 2013-2 plan at 10 cmbs showing addition foundation stone
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Recovered artifacts consisted of architecturally related material (47%) (brick [n=8], window glass

[n=7], hand wrought nails [n=2], machine cut nails [n=6], and one wire nail). Domestic material

made up the largest part of the assemblage from this unit (51%) (redware [n=17], Staffordshire

slipware [n=6],   one tobacco pipe stems with a 5/64"stem bore,  and two pieces  of  bone).  One

prehistoric rhyolite flake was also recovered.

Overall, the 2013 testing found that the area on the west side of the house appears to have been

disturbed following, or as a result of, the removal of the addition in the 20th century with recent

artifacts being found as deep as 20 cmbs on top of the B1 horizon. No evidence of the south wall of

the addition was found. Testing at the northwest corner of the house identified the possible northeast

corner of the addition and appears to show that it rested on a very shallow foundation. Testing this

year uncovered the first evidence of the native occupation of the property in the form of one flake

and one projectile point fragment. Given the proximity of the wetlands to this property and the

general favorable conditions present here (well-drained soils and the presence of a knoll on which

the  house  sits)  other  evidence  of  Native  occupation  is  to  be  expected.  At  least  two  potential

seventeenth century artifacts were recovered this year as well. These consisted of one pipe stem

with a large stem bore (ca. 1650-1680) and one piece of Staffordshire slipware (ca. 1675-1775). As

the 2012 testing suggested, areas of less disturbance and higher domestic artifact concentrations

appear to exist on the north side of the house. 
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